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Executive Summary 

ICONIC centre (Faculty of Technical Sciences, University of Novi Sad) aims to establish itself as 

a leading research centre in the domain of wireless communications and information processing 

domains with applications in 5G and beyond 5G technologies in the region. Besides research and 

development activities, ICONIC aims to be active and visible in education and knowledge sharing 

on 5G and beyond 5G technologies. As part of H2020 INCOMING, ICONIC establieshed so called 

5G Innovation and Technology Hub (5G-IT-Hub) to organise lectures and spread knowledge about 

exciting developments in the world of wireless communications and mobile cellular systems. 

The main goals of 5G-IT-Hub are following: 

• The hub provides local and regional stakeholders opportunity to access information, 

expertise, training, and best practices related to research, development and business 

opportunities in 5G ecosystem. 

• 5G IT hub stimulates knowledge and experience exchange, networking among local and 

regional academic and industrial community, sharing and exchange of ideas, and 

stimulating innovation and entrepreneurship in 5G domain. 

• The hub creates links between ICONIC and regional ICT-related stakeholders, thus raising 

ICONIC visibility among wider ICT community. 

In this deliverable, we provide details on 5G-IT-Hub activities conducted during the third year of 

H2020 INCOMING project. We also discuss the hubs prospects beyond the project lifetime. 

For more information about 5G-IT-Hub and its activities, please check the hub’s webpage: 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/. 

  

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/
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1 Introduction 

H2020 INCOMING project aims to stimulate innovation and entrepreneurship environment in and 

around ICONIC centre (http://iconic.ftn.uns.ac.rs/, Faculty of Technical Sciences, University of 

Novi Sad) in the domain of 5G and beyond 5G technologies. ICONIC centre established 5G 

Innovation and Technology Hub (5G-IT-Hub) as a virtual entity that supports various 

educational, promotion and networking activities of the centre. 5G-IT-Hub is established in month 

6 (01.06.2020.) of the H2020 INCOMING project. 

 

5G-IT-Hub serves to connect ICONIC researchers with local and regional stakeholders with 

interest in 5G technologies and applications. The main tasks of 5G-IT-Hub are to: 

▪ promote internal research and development capacity of ICONIC researchers,  

▪ expand knowledge in ICT innovation and entrepreneurship of ICONIC staff members, 

▪ gain experience, knowledge, support from EU partners and access to global stakeholders 

via their network of contacts, 

▪ connect with local and regional stakeholders and startup community interested in 5G 

technologies, 

▪ connect with local organizations that promote innovation in ICT. 

 

The major activity of 5G-IT Hub is to organize seminars that will be useful both to ICONIC 

members as well as to wider community. These include three main seminar series:  

• 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series  

• Meet the ICT Industry Seminar 

• Startup Success Stories Seminar. 

5G-IT Hub will also organize trainings in the domain of Innovation, IPR and Entrepreneurship in 

ICT domain.  

 

Unlike the first two years, the third year of the project and the extension period has not been 

affected by global COVID-19 pandemic and are done in physical in-person mode. In this 

deliverable, we present all such activities of WP4 realised during the third project year and 

extension period granted by amendment, thus covering all the events that were organised from 

30.06.2022 (the period covered by Deliverable D4.2) and the end of the project (30.09.2023). The 

description is divided into three seminar series, and for each seminar series, we provide details of 

all the different events organised. We conclude this deliverable with future plans for 5G IT Hub 

beyond the project lifetime. 

 

 

http://iconic.ftn.uns.ac.rs/
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2 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series 

The first and the most important seminar series organized by 5G-IT-Hub is 5G and Beyond 5G 

Seminar Series. The original goal of this seminar series was to bring leading 5G industry experts 

to ICONIC centre and Novi Sad, to present their view on 5G technology and applications. Next, 

we review seminars held in 5G and Beyond 5G seminar series. The first five seminars took place 

during the first two project years and are reported in D4.1 and D4.2. Thus we continue the 

description of seminars starting from the sixth seminar in the series. 

 

 

Figure 1: 5G and B5G Seminar Series Lectures 6 and 7: Dr Sandra Lagen and Dr Biljana Bojovic (CTTC) 

5G and B5G Seminar 6 and 7: Dr Sandra Lagen and Dr Biljana Bojovic 

The joint sixth and seventh lecture in this seminar series was delivered in the form of two-day 

intensive training by Dr Sandra Lagen and Dr Biljana Bojovic, researchers at the Catalan Centre 

for Telecommunications (CTTC). The information of the presenters at their talks are provided on 

the following link: 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-it-hub-seminar-sandra-lagen-and-biljana-bojovic-cttc/  

Their seminar training entitled 5G LENA System Level Simulator and Extensions for 5G NR V2X 

provided an intensive training on usage of 5G LENA network simulator integrated into NS-3 

simulation framework and extension of this simulator to 5G NR vehicular V2X standard. Both 5G 

and 5G V2X simulators are important tools for research and development of ICONIC. 

The seminar took place as a physical event on Tuesday and Wednesday, 08th and 09th of November 

of 2022 at the NTP building of Faculty of Technical Sciences, lecture hall NTP-001, with about 

20-30 students and staff members attending the seminar. 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-it-hub-seminar-sandra-lagen-and-biljana-bojovic-cttc/
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The event poster for the lecture is presented via ICONIC centre and INCOMING project social 

media (LinkedIn and Twitter) and distributed through various University of Novi Sad, Faculty of 

Technical Sciences and global communication channels, and is presented in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 2: 5G LENA simulator training presented by Dr Sandra Lagen (CTTC) 

5G and B5G Seminar 8: Prof. Jean Marie Gorce 

The core topic of INCOMING project investigated in WP2 is massive Internet of Things. One of 

the most active researchers in this domain in Europe is Prof. Jean Marie Gorce from INSA Lyon, 

also affiliated with INRIA institute in Lyon. The group of Prof. Gorce is on the forefront of both 

fundamental information-theoretic and implementation aspects of massive IoT networks. The team 

in INRIA maintains one of the most advanced software defined radio (SDR) testbeds in Europe 

called CortexLab, which is openly accessible and highly relevant for INCOMING development 

activities. 

More information about the talk presented by Prof. Gorce is provided on the link below: 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-it-hub-seminar-jean-marie-gorce-insa-lyon/  

The seminar entitled Known limits, achievability and trends for M2M: Towards massive, reliable 

and real-time communications took place as a physical event on 17th of November 2022 at the NTP 

building of Faculty of Technical Sciences, lecture room NTP-L-01, with more than 30 students 

and staff members attending the seminar. 

The event poster presented on ICONIC centre social media (LinkedIn and Twitter) and distributed 

through various University of Novi Sad, Faculty of Technical Sciences and global communication 

channels is presented in Figure 3. 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-it-hub-seminar-jean-marie-gorce-insa-lyon/
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Figure 3: 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 8: Prof. Jean Marie Gorce 

5G and B5G Seminar 9: Prof. Ian Akyildiz 

One of the world leading names in the domain of telecommunications, Prof. Ian Akylidiz, visited 

ICONIC centre and presented a lecture on future of communication networks entitled Networking 

2030: Extended Reality, Hologram Type and Mulsemedia Communication Challenges for 6G and 

Beyond Wireless Systems. Prof. Akylidiz lecture attracted large number of students and staff 

members and was held in a large amphiteatre of the Faculty of Technical Sciences. 

 

Figure 4: 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 9: Prof. Ian Akylidiz 
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The lecture was held on 23rd of May, 2023, and was announced on ICONIC centre social media 

(LinkedIn and Twitter) and distributed through various University of Novi Sad, Faculty of 

Technical Sciences and global communication channels is presented in Figure 5. 

 

Figure 5: 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 9 Poster: Prof. Ian Akylidiz 

5G and B5G Seminar 10: Prof. Branka Vucetic 

The 10th 5G and B5G seminar series has been presented by another big name in the domain of 

telecommunications, Prof. Branka Vucetic from the University of Sydney (Australia). Prof. 

Vucetic is also a member of the project advisory board and she visits the group at ICONIC centre 

at any opportunity and presents a lecture on recent trends in communications engineering. The 

lecture entitled AI-based Design of 6G Networks attracted large number of students and staff 

members and was held in a lecture room NTP-418 at the fourth floor of the NTP building of the 

Faculty of Technical Sciences on 21st of June 2023. 
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Figure 6: 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 10: Prof. Branka Vucetic 

 

Figure 7: 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 10 Poster: Prof. Branka Vucetic 
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5G and B5G Seminar 11: Dr Nikolaos Bartzoudis 

Dr Nikolaos Bartzoudis, senior researcher and team leader at CTTC, Catalan Centre of 

Telecommunications, visited ICONIC centre and presented a seminar on research topics in his 

research team at CTTC. The seminar that took place in Novi Sad on 29th of June 2023, in the form 

of mini workshop, also included two researchers from his team presenting online. The workshop 

also stimulated future research collaboration and joint preparation of EU projects between the two 

teams. 

 

Figure 8: LinkedIn Post on 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series Lecture 11: Dr Nikolaos Bartzoudis 

Overall, 11 5G and Beyond 5G Seminar Series have been organised until this report has been 

submitted (30th of September 2023). Out of these 11 seminars, 3 have been organised in an online 

format during the COVID travel restrictions, while the remaining 8 seminars have been organised 

as physical events starting from early 2022 until mid-2023. This seminar series will continue 

beyond the end of the project lifetime.  
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3 Meet the ICT Industry Seminar Series 

The second seminar series organized by 5G-IT-Hub is Meet the ICT Industry Seminar Series. 

The goal of this seminar is to present local/regional ICT companies to students, academic and 

local/regional ICT community. The original goal of this seminar series was to bring local and 

regional ICT industry representatives to visit ICONIC centre and Novi Sad and deliver a lecture 

as a physical event to the interested researchers and students.  

Overall, 5 out of 6 planned Meet the ICT Industry Seminar Series events have been organised until 

this report has been submitted (30th of September 2023). Out of six seminars, 3 have been 

organised in an online format during the COVID travel restrictions, while the last 2 seminars have 

been organised as physical events since the end of 2021. 
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4 Startup Success Stories Seminar Series 

The goal of this seminar is to establish regular talks and presentations of the most successful ICT 

entrepreneurs in the region, where they would provide account on the initiation and first steps in 

development of their startups, the steps that followed to reach the first major success, share their 

best practices, and engage in discussion with the seminar participants. 

This seminar series serves as an introduction to the first set of trainings that will be organized 

within 5G-IT-Hub, such as the training on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), Entrepreneurship, 

and Fundraising. 

 

Figure 9: Startup Success Stories Seminar Series Lecture 4: Milenko Tosic 

Startup Success Stories Seminar 4: Milenko Tosic (VizLore Foundation) 

The fourth 5G-IT-Hub seminar of Startup Success Stories Seminar Series invited Milenko Tosic 

as a speaker. Milenko is a former student of FTN-UNS and for this reason, his experience presented 

in the lecture entitled The rise and the fall of Novi Sad’s tech startup was valuable to the students 

in the audience, giving them example on how it is possible to advance in startup world after their 

studies. His experiences and views were valuable input to all the participants coming across 

ICONIC centre staff members, and FTN-UNS students. Milenko leads VizLore Foundation, a non-

profit organisation that is active in a number of EU projects related to wireless communications 

and 5G networks. VizLore is incubator to several startups that emerged as the follow-up of their 

research and development activities. 

The information of the presenter and the talk are provided in the link below: 
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https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-hub-seminar-milenko-tosic-vizlore/  

The seminar took place as on 02nd of March 2023, with about 40 students and staff members 

attending the seminar session. 

The event poster presented on ICONIC centre social media and distributed through various other 

communication channels is presented in Figure 9. 

 

https://5ghub.ftn.uns.ac.rs/5g-hub-seminar-milenko-tosic-vizlore/
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5 Complementary Skills Training 

5.1 Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Training 

One of the principal ways to exploit the innovation potential of ICONIC is to train and stimulate 

researchers to produce intellectual property and provide mechanisms to its suitable protection. For 

this reason, in INCOMING, we organised two single-day seminar events on IPR protection. The 

seminar is held by a renowned IPR lawyer in Serbia, Ms Jelena Dzankic Zelincevic. Her 

outstanding approach to description of IPR rules in Serbia, EU and worldwide, filled with a large 

number of examples and small practical excercises, has been highly valued by the audience. The 

IPR trainings took place during two consecutive days, on 01st and 02nd December 2022, at the NTP 

building of Faculty of Technical Sciences, lecture room NTP-L-01, with more than 20 students 

and staff members attending the seminar. The agenda of the seminar (held in Serbian language) is 

presented below: 

  

 

Figure 10: IPR Seminar Day 1 Agenda: Jelena Dzankic Zelincevic 
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Figure 11: IPR Seminar Day 2 Agenda: Jelena Dzankic Zelincevic 

 

Figure 12: IPR Seminar: Jelena Dzankic Zelincevic 
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5.2 EU Project Preparation Training 

ICONIC staff members are active in preparation of EU Horizon proposals. Several senior staff 

members are or have been Principal Investigators on behalf of UNS-FTN in EU projects. These 

include Full Prof. Dejan Vukobratovic (the coordinator of H2020 INCOMING, PI of H2020 

SENSIBLE, FP7 ADVANTAGE, FP7 MMCODESTREAM), Full Prof. Tatjana Loncar-Turukalo 

(PI of H2020 INCISIVE), and Prof. Dragana Bajovic (PI and Technical Coordinator of H2020 

MARVEL). Several other members have experience in writing EU proposals, however, their bids 

were so far unsuccessful (Assist. Prof. Milica Petkovic and Assoc. Prof Mladen Kovacevic). Even 

though this level of activity of ICONIC staff is satisfactory, it is important to nourish it, improve 

it and stimulate more reseachers to be part of the process. For this reason, INCOMING project 

organised two-part seminar on writing successful EU proposal. This training is presented by 

extremely experienced team from FoodScale Hub, a company specialsed in leading, providing 

support for dissemination and outreach, and managining of EU projects. Two experts, Spiros 

Fountas and Maja Radisic, presented the seminar to ICONIC audience. The agenda of the event is 

presented below: 

 

 

Figure 13: EU Project Preparation Seminar Day 1 Agenda: Spiros Fountas 
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Figure 14: EU Project Preparation Seminar Day 2 Agenda: Maja Radisic 

 

Figure 15: EU Project Preparation Seminar Day 1: Spiros Fountas 
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6 Final Outreach Event 

The details on final outreach event are covered in Deliverable D6.3. However, the second day of 

the event has been also the final event of 5G IT Hub as it gathered 6 world-leading names in 

academic and industrial domain providing their views towards the development of future 6G 

networks. The list of speakers and agenda of the day 2 of the final event is presented below. 

 

Figure 16: The list of keynote speakers for the INCOMING final event Day 2 in Belgrade  

Poster event shared on the social media for the final event is presented below. 

 

Figure 17: The poster for the INCOMING final event Day 2 in Belgrade  
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7 Summary of 5G-IT-Hub Activities and Future of 5G IT Hub 

The third year of the project and the extension period continued with 5G-IT-Hub activities. Starting 

from the second half of 2021, most of the events were organised as physical events. 

The main line of activities of 5G-IT-Hub are Seminar Series: public lectures that serve to inform 

the general audience about the 5G technology developments. The seminars exceeded expectations 

in terms of their quality and interest of audience which is why emphasis is placed on this particular 

seminar series. After three online seminars delivered during the first year of the project, additional 

eight physical seminars of 5G and Beyond 5G seminars were organised during the project. Meet 

the ICT Industry seminar series was completed with a total of five seminars organised during the 

project. Finally, the Startup Success Stories kick-started during the second year of the project and 

it total, four seminars of this kind are organised. Overall, the number of seminars organised 

exceeded the planned number, however their distribution between the three types of seminars has 

been slightly shifted in favour of 5G and Beyond 5G seminars, based on the audience response. 

Other training activities within 5G-IT-Hub in the form of IPR and EU Funding trainings are 

delivered during second half of 2022 and early 2023. Among other activities, as the research 

outcomes of INCOMING collaboration become more mature, 5G-IT-Hub served as a platform for 

regular organization of demo sessions where a number of showcase demos were presented and 

discussed before or after the seminars. 

To summarize, 5G-IT-Hub is established in June 2020. and after the first three years and 19 events 

taking place from October 2020 to September 2023, the activities of 5G-IT-Hub attracted 

significant attention from IT researchers and specialists in the region. The final project event also 

continued the tradition of inviting the best speakers worldwide to deliver their ideas and visions 

about the future of wireless communications. LinkedIn page and home page of ICONIC centre 

gained increased visibility due to 5G-IT-Hub events been announced, and very positive feedback 

has been received from local and regional ICT community. This trend is likely to continue as more 

events and world-class speakers are added to 5G-IT-Hub events agenda in the following years. 


